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618 THE AMERICAN POLITICAL SCIENCE REVIEW 

that Maitland has never been able to rewrite some of the sections of this 
book and to give to them that graceful finish and dramatic touch which 
has made so many of his later writings models of English prose. 

Charles M. Andrews. 



The Reform of the House of Lords. By William Sharp McKechnie. 
(Glasgow: James MacLehose and Sons. 1909. Pp. 136.) 

The chief function of the house of lords, it is admitted, should be to 
interpret the will of the people, not to oppose it. Whether it can be 
said satisfactorily to perform this function is made a matter of doubt 
by the fact that, whatever the political complexion of the commons, 
the lords has for many years been dominantly conservative. In a 
debate in June, 1907, Mr. Balfour ironically observed that "It is a 
singular thing, when you come to reflect, that the representative sys- 
tem should only hold good when one party is in office, and should break 
down to such an extent that the non-elective house must be called in 
to express the mind of the country whenever it lapses into liberalism." 
Professor McKechnie, within a comparatively small compass, has given 
a most excellent orientation of the problem of so altering the compo- 
sition or powers of the lords that it may be rendered either impotent 
to defeat the desires of the people as truly voiced in the commons, or 
qualified to assist that body in expressing the matured and reasoned 
popular will as distinguished from an assumed or ill-considered polit- 
ical opinion of the people. As a basis for criticism the composition 
and powers of the lords in the relation to the commons are discussed 
and a comparison of them with foreign upper chambers made. The 
various proposals and schemes of reconciliation, including that of the 
select committees of December, 1908, are clearly analyzed, their several 
merits and defects being impartially stated. In the last chapter the 
author outlines the general features of what, in his judgment, would fur- 
nish the most satisfactory solution of the problem. The work supple- 
ments the discussion of the same subject in Lowell's Government of 
England. 



